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Introduction  
It has been another busy year for Eadha, consolidating our position, delivering significant projects 

and extending our geographical reach. 

 

We have initiated the Lakeland Aspen Project, our first project in England which we hope to be a 

springboard for further work in that region. 

 

We also successfully completed the establishment phase of the Wardlaw Community Woodland and 

we are now looking to use this as a foundation for developing further community projects on the 

site. 

 

Eadha continues to seek new partnership opportunities with 3
rd

 sector organisations, and we 

welcome on board Hazeldene Horticulture in Kilwinning who will be growing some tree stock for us. 

 

There were some funding setbacks through the year included failed bids to CSGNT and the Peoples 

Postcode Trust.  However increased trading activity helped us to plug the gap.   

 

Eadha is now playing a lead role in aspen research and development nationally, contributing to the 

national strategy group for aspen with partners including the Forestry Commission, Forest Research, 

and Future Trees Trust.    

 

We are continuing to pursue opportunities in the coalfields area, working in partnership with 

Enviroscience (Dr Richard Stow).  We believe derelict opencast mines offer one of the biggest 

current opportunities for ecological restoration and reforestation in Scotland.    

 

 

 

Welcome to the second edition of Eadha Enterprise’s Newsletter which provides an overview of 

Eadha’s recent work and activities.   

 



 

 
 

Forestry Commission - Galloway Aspen Supply Chain 
Eadha undertook the final collection of aspen clones for the Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) 

Galloway District over the winter months.  This included a trip to Ailsa Craig where an aspen stand 

can be found growing on the crags about the harbour.  Indeed these are the only trees on the island 

and it’s a bit of a mystery how they got there.  The final clone collection for the district now stands at 

44 clones for the mainland and 27 clones for Arran which is a great success.  The clones are now 

being maintained and propagated in our nursery with samples sent of for micropropagation at 

specialist labs.  The clones have been DNA tested which has flagged up some interested results.  A 

number of duplicate clones have been identified suggesting these were planted rather than wild 

clones.  So far the gender testing as indicated a broadly equal split between male and female clones.  

 

      Yellow Tomach, Galloway                               Ailsa Craig 
 

 

Lakeland Aspen Project 

Following an earlier reconnaissance and mapping exercise in autumn 2013 to identify wild 

aspen stands across the Lake District, Eadha received generous support from our private 

sponsor Mike Cavanagh to undertake collection work over the recent winter months.  This 

took us from high fell to deep vale and everywhere in between often during challenging 

weather conditions.  However we were successful in collecting samples of 30 clones which 

we are now propagating in the nursery.  The resultant saplings will be destined for a 

planting scheme on Mike’s land which it is hoped will function as a local clonebank and also 

a demonstration to raise awareness of the use of aspen in the wider region. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                              Honister Crag      Wetherlam Edge 

 

THE ASPEN PROJECT – LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                      

Suckers appearing from root cuttings  Cuttings being propagated in the polytunnel 

 

Partner Nurseries 

Eadha has continued to develop partnerships with other 3
rd

 sector organisations and 

community groups with the aim to develop a network of small specialist aspen nurseries to 

propagate local provenance stock.  These nurseries will be used as training and education 

facilities or for therapeutic purposes all of which can deliver a range of added social 

benefits.  Eadha continues to work with Parklea Branching Out in Port Glasgow who grew on 

3000 aspen for us last year.  We are now delighted to have Hazeldene Horticulture in 

Kilwinning on board who are also now growing on some of the aspen stock for us.   

 

Growing Green Energy Project 2 

Eadha and Enviroscience have been liaising with the major stakeholders concerned with 

finding solutions for the legacy of derelict opencast mines across Scotland including the 

Scottish Mines Restoration Trust (SMRT).  Eadha is looking to build on its CSGN funded 

Growing Green Energy Project which involved a 3 Ha field trial of aspen, juniper and downy 

willow at Skares opencast site in East Ayrshire.  This has shown encouraging results, and we 

have since refined our model which we now believe can offer a cost effective and practical 

solution to the extensive landscaping and reforestation of similar sites.  However more than 

this we see these future woodlands as the foundation of a wider regeneration strategy for 

the coalfields area with local communities at the heart. 

 

 

 
         Powharnal OCCS (2014)             Natural woodland regen. through gorse scrub 

 

 
 



                Skares Field Trial (2014)   Planting the Skares Trial (2012) 

 

We are working towards the development of a new regional forest economy providing 

“added value” sustainable economic development, supporting a timber industry, 

employment, environmental enhancement, advanced biomass energy production, spin off 

innovative technology and products, eco leisure and tourism opportunities, new fisheries 

and community development.  We are actively seeking partners to take this forward. 

 

Aspen Propagation 

This year Eadha will be growing on 10,000 aspen saplings in the nursery which is a record 

number for us!  However more exciting than that is the wide range of innovative projects 

which we hope these will form part of next planting season.  In the process of potting on the 

plugs supplied to us from the micropropagation labs, we have been providing training for 

young people.  This has included local teenagers involved in the Local Energy Action Plan 

(LEAP) summer programme and young lads from Kibble, for whom the training is 

contributing to their City and Guilds Level 1 qualification in horticulture.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research 

Eadha is excited about a new partnership with Umea University Plant Science Centre (UPSC) 

in northern Sweden.  UPSC have been undertaking a lot of work on aspen focusing on its 

genetics.  They are planning to sample Eadha’s national clone collection as part of their 

ongoing research. 

 



OUTREACH PROJECTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Clonal Variation in Aspen Leaf Shape (Hannele Tuominen) 

 

 
 

 

 

Lochwinnoch Aspen Grove  
The Aspen Grove has been a hive of activity over the last year with regular visits from the Green 

Gang from Lochwinnoch Primary School.  They have been helping to maintain the trees and clear 

encroaching vegetation.  A selection of basketry willow clones were also planted nearby which could 

serve as a resource for local crafts people in the future.   

 

 

Aspen Woodcraft 
Eadha has put out a call out to woodcrafters across Scotland to work in partnership with Eadha to 

develop a range of promotional products made out of aspen wood.  We are proposing to source the 

timber from the felling of non-native aspen trees which we will replace with our own native stock.  

We are also keen to promote new innovative uses for aspen timber.  We currently have two 

traditional boat building groups in the East of Scotland fabricating oars using aspen timber.  This was 

one of the traditional uses of aspen. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

               Rustic Aspen Chair by Eoin Cox       Aspen Shingles in Latvia (SNW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wardlaw Community Woodland  

 

 
Eadha is excited to announce the completion of the successful establishment of the Wardlaw 

Community Woodland in collaboration with Community Windpower who manage the adjacent 

windfarm and who own the site.  Eadha has designed the woodland to be a potentially productive 

community resource offering timber and woodfuel in the longer term.  A total of 10,000 native trees 

were planted including 4000 native aspen making this the largest native aspen woodland in southern 

Scotland.  Eadha successfully recruited 100 volunteers to help deliver the project, which provided 

training for local students and the unemployed.  We are now exploring further opportunities with 

Community Windpower to manage the wider site to deliver biodiversity projects and work with the 

local community to provide further benefits. 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY WOODLANDS 
 



Agroforestry 
Eadha has developed a new model incorporating aspen in an agroforestry system.  We are now 

actively promoting this amongst farmers and landowners now that there is a new funding option for 

agroforestry in the SRDP woodland grant scheme.  To date we have Whitmuir Cooperative Farm on 

board developing a 3000 tree scheme and we look forward to seeing how that develops.  Aspen 

agroforestry can provide the following benefits: 

 

� Landscaping improvements 

� Habitat diversification and biodiversity benefits 

� Shelter and forage for livestock 

� Flood water attenuation 

� Soil remineralisation 

� Slope Stablisation 

  

 

 

           Agroforestry trial at Glensaugh (JHI)                                     Poplar pollarding in Eastern Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beaver Reintroduction 
Eadha attended a conference on beavers hosted by the Scottish Wild Beaver Group, at Dunkeld, in 

the spring.  This was a fantastic event with stimulating and fascinating presentations from all of the 

speakers.  The conference was organised in advance of the imminent decision by the Scottish 

Government on the reintroduction of beavers across Scotland.  The purpose of the event was to 

highlight not only the benefits of beavers but also the challenges and the potential management 

solutions.  Speakers came from as far afield as the Netherlands and United States.   

 

Eadha is highly supportive of the full reintroduction of beavers across the whole country recognising 

the important ecological function they provide (which often humans have to undertake at great 

cost).  We are keen that these beautiful creatures make a return to Lochwinnoch where experts 

have advised that the three lochs here provide ideal habitat.  We are encouraged that the RSPB who 

manage the reserve at Lochwinnoch have now come out in favour of a full reintroduction. 

 

Aspen trees are the favoured food of the beaver and one might think our enthusiasm for beaver to 

be somewhat misguided.  However counterintuitively, the presence of beaver may be the saving of 

the aspen tree.  Observations in the Tay catchment where there is a growing population of beaver 

show that they will coppice aspen on a sustainable basis which stimulates root suckering to create a 

dense thicket.  This vegetation stabilises riverbanks, provides food for fish and valuable riparian 

OTHER CONSERVATION NEWS 



habitat.  In addition where mature aspen is ring barked by beaver, often this will promote flowering 

and seed production, a rare event for aspen. 

 

A subsequent trip to Blairgowrie allowed us to view wild beaver for ourselves and its handiwork.  

This is a natural spectacle which is bound to boost the local tourism industry.  

    

  
            Tay beaver (Bob Smith, guide)                                           Suckers around felled aspen 

 

 

 

 

 
Eadha has a range of tree related products and gifts available which help to promote our 

conservation work and raise revenue for the charity.   These can be purchased through our website 

or through Run Native (www.runnative.co.uk). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
• ARE YOU INTERESTED IN TREE PLANTING OR HELPING IN OUR TREE NURSERY? 

Become a VOLUNTEER  

 

• SUPPORT OUR CONSERVATION AND COMMUNITY WORK 

Become a MEMBER or if you are already a MEMBER, tell a friend 

(Membership vouchers available)  

 

• DO YOU HAVE GREEN FINGERS AND A SMALL GARDEN?  

Become a PARTNER PROPAGATOR  

 

• ARE YOU A KEEN HILLWALKER WITH AN INTEREST IN CONSERVATION?  

 Become a CLONE COLLECTOR  

 

• ARE YOU A LANDOWNER WITH AN INTEREST IN CREATING A COMMUNITY 

WOODLAND?  

Become a LAND SHARER 

GIFTS 

JOIN US - HELP US - PARTNER US 
 

� Friendship Bonsai Trees 

� Partner Propagation Kits 

� Tree Gifts 

� Membership Subscription 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

For further information please contact: 
Peter Livingstone, CEO  Eadha Enterprises; E: peter@eadha.co.uk; T: 07968745196; 

www.eadha.co.uk; Twitter: @eadhaaspen; Facebook 
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