
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
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Introduction  

The last year has passed very quickly probably because we have been so busy with various 

projects.  We have been planting on three sites which as taken us through the winter and on 

until late spring.  All of these projects have involved planting on brownfield sites as part of 

land reclamation scheme.  These projects have enabled us to implement various trials so they 

will all hopefully be very useful and informative in coming years. 

 

It was a year when we welcomed a new director, Grant Murray, former marketing director 

with Alba Trees.  Grant has a very broad knowledge of tree nursery operations and also the 

wider forestry industry and we are sure he will be a valuable asset to us.  We also recruited a 

new temporary part-time worker over the summer months. 

 

We have been continuing to pursue opportunities for funding for new planting projects 

through a range of private sector sources including wind farm companies for compensatory 

planting and corporate carbon offsetting and we have been consulting with local landowners 

to establish a landbank of potential planting sites.  We believe that by concentrating such 

projects in one area and carefully locating these, we can maximise social, economic and 

environmental benefits and create landscape scale projects.  (See Yearn Stane Project below).     

 

In the nursery we have continued to develop our knowledge and skills in native willows, in 

particular the rare and montane varieties for which we are developing a clone collection as 

with aspen.   

 

Unfortunately the year ended on a low with a catastrophic fire destroying the polytunnel we 

use in Lochwinnoch Community Garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Growing Green Energy Project 

Eadha continues to explore opportunities and develop projects to reforest former opencast 

coal mines for the benefit of nature and local communities.  
 

Glentaggart Opencast Mine Woodland Project  

Eadha was successful in obtaining grant funding from the Brown Forbes Memorial Trust to 

deliver this exciting and innovative project, with match funding from the landowner Douglas 

and Angus Estates.  The project will see the creation of 4 hectares of pioneer woodland and 

scrub on former mine land which include various field trials.  We completed the majority of 

the initial planting phase during spring 2017. 

 

We planted a wide variety of pioneer native species including many rare varieties sourced by 

ourselves.  We believe the species mix employed is a first for a land reclamation site in the 

UK.  We sourced montane willow cuttings including downy, dark leaved, mountain willow 

from sites in the Southern Highlands and added further species included creeping, eared and 

tea-leaved willow from local sites.  We also sourced cuttings of naturally regenerating willow 

from another mine site to test if they are suitably adapted to such conditions.  We also planted 

five replicated blocks of aspen comprising fifty clones from our Galloway and Arran collection 

to identify any superior clones for such sites which we can then focus on producing for larger 

projects.  We also experimented with some direct seeding of broom and gorse. 

 

The planting was laid out in trial pots to test not only the performance of the various species 

but also to compare the effectiveness of different planting layouts, densities and mixes.  This 

included testing a number of documented natural protection techniques some of which we 

believe to be a first in the UK.  For example using thorny shrub species to protect more 

palatable species and clump planting.  We also wanted to test if the addition of mycorrhizal 

fungi to the sterile mine waste would be beneficial.  We sourced two products as well as using 

some forest soil sourced offsite. 

 

 

         Forest soil amendment trial                                Gorse and broom direct seeding trial 

 

 

THE ASPEN PROJECT  
 



  
 

       Refugees help with the planting         Testing winter planting conditions 

 

 

 

 
 

 

So far we are extremely encouraged by the results with the high rates of survival and good 

growth.  The best survival has been in open areas furthest from adjacent conifer forest where 

deer browsing has been limited and also where there has been no sowing of grass seed by 

the mine operator which has meant no competing vegetation and shelter for small mammals 

which could also predate on the trees.   We are now seeking new mine sites to enable us to 

scale up and roll out this model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Glenarn Garden Rhu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the autumn of 2016 we supplied Mike and Sue Thornley at their beautiful Glenarn Garden 

in Rhu with some aspen trees from eleven clones including local clones from Ardmore Point, 

Erskine Beach and Inveruglas Water.  The trees were planted in an open area adjoining 

woodland beyond the more formal garden area.   The gardens are open to the public from 

March to September. 

 

St Andrews Botanic Gardens 

In the autumn of 2016, Eadha delivered an illustrated talk to St Andrews 

Botanic Gardens on the natural history of aspen including a summary of 

our research, conservation and propagation work.  We also spoke about 

the use of aspen to remediate brownfield sites and contaminated land 

and for land reclamation.  Whilst there we learned that the garden 

contained a specimen of the Swedish giant aspen named Populus tremula 

“Gigas” which we had read about not realising there was a specimen in 

Scotland!  This is a “triploid” clone meaning that is has extra 

chromosomes which makes it extra vigourous.   It certainly was a stunning 

tree and the gardens kindly allowed us to take some cuttings and remove 

some suckers for propagation.  We will add this notable clone to our 

collection and intend to produce some stock from it for some trials.  It 

could potentially be a very productive timber tree in Scotland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Aspen Propagation 

This year Eadha will be producing 10,000 aspen trees for both our own projects and also for 

selling on.  We have been supplying aspen trees to a number of diverse, interesting and 

innovative projects.  This includes: 

 

� Isle Barton THIS Project  

Eadha has supplied 15 native aspen clones from across Scotland and Northern England 

to a unique agroforestry.  Bob Chard has a vision to create a viable agroforestry small 

holding in Somerset, which as far as possible makes him self-sufficient in food, energy, 

water and fuel; and with minimal carbon footprint.  He is concentrating on the 

cultivation of high input for high value timber trees and especially THIS trees (Tropical 

Hardwood Importation Substitution). These trees are mostly fast growing alien 

hardwood species, which initially will yield a wide range of co-products before final 

crop; including woodfuel prunings, compost materials, fruits, nuts, coppice, fungi, 

honey and much more.  We will be monitoring how these aspen clones perform in the 

south of England and will be comparing performance of each clone.  It will also be 

interesting to see if growing northern clones in a southern climate will stimulate more 

regular flowering and seed production; 

 

� Rewilding and Native Woodland Restoration Projects in the Lake District National 

Park for the National Trust 

 

� Grey Mares tail for NTS 

 

� Whitelee Windfarm 

 

� Native forest expansion on the remote Knoydart Peninsula for Knoydart Forest Trust 

 

Ayrshire Riparian Woodland Project 

Eadha was delighted to receive funding from the Postcode Local Trust to deliver the Ayrshire 

Riparian Woodland Project.   The project will deliver a major tree planting initiative across the 

rivers Garnock, Irvine and Annick, with the help of local school children and angling clubs.  

Eadha has received support from the Ayrshire Rivers Trust (ART) who are helping to deliver 

the project.    

Eadha has been working with 10 primary schools and youth groups including the SWT Watch 

Club and Acorn Club at Eglinton Country Park.  Each group has potted on 500 aspen mini-plugs 

and grown them on over the summer at their premises.  The aim will be to propagate and 

plant 5000 aspen trees along riverbanks with SEPA providing support in identifying problem 

areas and willing landowners.  Eadha and ART delivered a presentation at each group to raise 

awareness of the issues affecting the rivers and the importance of riparian woodland for 

wildlife, river bank stabilisation, and water quality.  All the target rivers have been historically 

affected by industrial developments, urbanisations and intensive farming and also suffer from 

anti-social behaviour including littering, damage of vegetation, wild fires.   



Aspen is a key riparian tree species supporting a rich array of biodiversity and is particular 

effective at stabilizing river banks due to its extensive root system and ability to sucker.  Aspen 

is also the favoured food of the European Beaver which following successful reintroduction, 

is now spreading across Scotland.  Aspen and beaver have a symbiotic relationship, and 

beavers’ action can promote aspen regeneration, further  

 

Research 

National School of Forestry 
Eadha has been collaborating with the National School of Forestry in Cumbria.  We provided 

details of the all the Lake District clones which we have collected as part of the Lakeland Aspen 

Project (see previous Newsletter).  Students have collected samples of eleven of the clones 

and undertaken DNA testing on them.  The results so far suggest that there is broad genetic 

variation across the clones.  In addition, two of the clones may be triploid (i.e. having 

additional chromosomes) which could have implications for future selection for productivity.  

Triploid clones tend to display superior vigour (See above). 

 

 

 

 

 

Eadha has been continuing to develop its work with montane willows.  We revisited National 

Trust for Scotland’s (NTS) stunning Creag an Lochan site near Ben Lawers to collect cuttings 

of a range of montane willows for our Glentaggart trials (see above).  NTS also kindly allowed 

us to take cuttings of their clone collection of Woolly Willow (Salix lanata) which is maintained 

in their garden at Killin.  This represents all the known specimens of this species from the 

Breadalbane Hills.  We will be potting up a collection of these montane willows and growing 

them on our nursery as stock trees from which future cuttings can be taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Salix lanata (Woolly Willow) cuttings       Collecting cuttings at Creag an Lochan 

TREE NURSERY 
 



 

 

Grey Mares Tail 

We have been working with NTS to conserve upland woodland at their Grey Mares Tail 

property.  Volunteers have been taking cuttings of tea-leaved, dark-leaved and downy willow 

bushes at the site and sending them to us for potting up and propagating for supplying back 

as rooted plugs.  

 

 

Polytunnel Fire 

The polytunnel in Lochwinnoch Community Garden where Eadha operate its nursery was 

subject to an arson attack in the summer which destroyed all its contents.  Eadha used this 

for tree propagation as well as a store for materials and equipment.  We lost some willow 

cuttings some aspen propagation trials and all our tools, equipment and materials.  We 

believe some young local boys were to blame which was particularly sad given the work we 

do with young people including Lochwinnoch Primary School.  However together with the 

wider Community Garden Group we are determined to rebuild something even better and 

we have been touched and encouraged by the generosity of both individuals and 

organisations.  We extend a heartfelt thanks for all the donations and offers of equipment, 

materials and labour.  Our fundraising website is through GOFUNDME:   

https://www.gofundme.com/lochwinnoch-community-garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yearn Stane Project 

In January we launched the Yearn Stane Project which focuses on rewilding the Renfrewshire 

Hills, with a tree planting event at the old Barytes Mine at Muirshiel Country Park, one of the 

few fenced areas with no grazing.  The "Yearn Stane" is a local feature which was historically 

a perch for golden eagles as translated from the old English and hints at our ambition.  (Of 

course Golden eagles are no longer to be found in this area).  Large swathes of the 

Renfrewshire Hills have been badly affected by overgrazing by sheep, historical intensive 

management of moorland (draining etc) and there is very little native woodland remaining 

and no natural regeneration.  With this comes a host of problems: 

• Intensive flash floods affecting downstream, communities (Lochwinnoch, Kilbirnie 

etc) 

• Loss of Carbon (peat erosion) 

• Silting downstream including Castle Semple Loch threatening future viability of 

watersports 

• Ongoing soil depletion 

• Species extinction (Hare, Adder, Red Squirrel, Water Vole, Black Grouse (LBAP), Bog 

Myrtle, Hen Harrier (SPA)  



We have identified a package of potential funding streams which could be diverted to 

ecological restoration and will work with Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park to deliver peatland 

restoration, scrub and woodland restoration and agroforestry projects. 

 

Graham McIver from Studio27 Productions produced a short film about the project including 

some fantastic drone footage from the planting event: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vg5jnWdesXs 

A “Fog-bow” provides an auspicious backdrop               Volunteers “raise a mug” for the project.

  

 

 

 

 

 

Reilly Road and Knowes Farm Landfill Woodlands  

Two of our main woodland creation projects during the year were located at landfill sites in 

Renfrewshire and North Ayrshire, both operated by WH Malcolm;  Reilly Road near Houston 

and Knowes Farm near Beith.  

 

Taking the sites together we have planted around 16,000 native trees and shrubs and also 

sown wildflower seed.  The woodlands have been designed to maximize biodiversity value 

and provide a technical solution to the landscaping and stabilization of the landfills.  They will 

provide screening, and also enhance any future visitor access.  At Reilly Road we specifically 

designed some of the planting to create a habitat for the threatened Lesser Whitethroat 

which is listed in the Renfrewshire Biodiversity Action Plan.  

 

Rather than using conventional tree protection which would create another maintenance 

issue we adopted natural protection techniques (as at Glentaggart) including clump planting 

and the use of thorny shrub species.  At Reilly Road this included creating some innovative 

gorse brash corralles to protect aspen saplings from deer. 

 

  

 

               View from Reilly Road Landfill                                            Gorse Coralles Trial 

COMMUNITY WOODLANDS 
 



 

 

 

 

                         Thermofisher Volunteers                                           Ahlul Bayt Volunteers 

 

We are grateful for the help of a number of volunteer groups for both projects including 

Thermofisher, Ahlul Bayt, The Kibble YES Project and Renfrewshire Council Unpaid Work 

teams. 

 

We are looking at how both woodlands can become community assets in the future.  The 

Reilly Road site provides a spectacular viewpoint and is strategically located adjacent to the 

Royal Ordnance Factory site which is being remediated and developed by BAE including the 

creation of a woodland park. We are exploring the possibility of creating future links between 

the two sites and to open up the landfill site to public access including a footpath and 

viewpoint area.  We have been successful in receiving grant funding from the Angus 

Environmental Trust to deliver some supplementary planting and the creation of a wildflower 

meadow.  Knowes Farm is still operational and there is likely to be other phases of planting 

before the site is finally completed.  

  

                                                            

 

 

 

Beaver Reintroduction 

On 24 November 2016, the Scottish Government made the landmark announcement that 

beavers are to remain in Scotland.  This decision has been a long time coming but represents 

a big step forward in the restoration of Scotland’s depleted ecology.  Indeed, this is the first 

time that a mammal has been formally reintroduced in UK history and we hope this will lead 

to more reintroductions in the future.  Beavers are nature’s engineers and the ecosystem 

services they provide will be of great value to the nation even after taking into consideration 

any management costs.  They will help deliver improved water quality and fisheries, flood 

alleviation, increased ecotourism and many other things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER CONSERVATION NEWS 



 

 

 

 

Eadha has launched its own dedicated YOUTUBE channel simply titled “Eadha Enterprises”.  

We will shortly be adding a range of short films produced by Studio27 Productions to this 

channel which outline the various aspects of our work so WATCH THIS SPACE. 

 

 

We recruited a new part-time employee, Dougie Irving 

who had been volunteering with us for a few months 

prior.  Dougie has been helping us over the summer with 

nursery maintenance as well as with other site based 

projects and has become a great asset. 

 

 

 

 

In October last year we attended the annual Reforesting Scotland Gathering which took place 

in Moffat.  The theme was Upstream/Downstream: looking at how upland management 

affects farms and settlements on lower lying land.  This was a fantastic weekend meeting new 

people and reacquainting ourselves with old friends.  We got involved in interesting debates 

and discussions about upland management and rewilding, and visited inspirational woodland 

creation projects developed by the Borders Forest Trust at Corehead and Carrifran.  These 

sites have been the inspiration for our Yearn Stane Project.  We need some of this in the 

Central Belt!   

 

 

THANKS! 

Eadha would like to extend a big thanks to all the volunteers who have helped us through the 

year to deliver our various woodland projects.  We have made lots of new friends.  Your help 

has been much appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can help you maximise the use of your local woodlands and develop new woodlands for 

community benefit: 

 

� Feasibility Studies and Site Appraisal; 

� Community Consultation; 

� Ecological site survey; 

� Woodland Design; 

� Advice on mixed silviculture 

� Forestry Grant Scheme; 

� Woodland Establishment and Management; 

� Planting for Biomass Production; 
 

 

 

EADHA WOODLAND SERVICES 
 

OTHER NEWS 



 

 

 

 

 

Eadha has a range of tree related products and gifts available which help to promote our 

conservation work and raise revenue for the charity.   These can be purchased through our 

website or through Run Native (www.runnative.co.uk). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
• ARE YOU INTERESTED IN TREE PLANTING OR HELPING IN OUR TREE NURSERY? 

Become a VOLUNTEER  

 

• SUPPORT OUR CONSERVATION AND COMMUNITY WORK 

Become a MEMBER or if you are already a MEMBER, tell a friend 

(Membership vouchers available)  

 

• DO YOU HAVE GREEN FINGERS AND A SMALL GARDEN?  

Become a PARTNER PROPAGATOR  

 

• ARE YOU A KEEN HILLWALKER WITH AN INTEREST IN CONSERVATION?  

 Become a CLONE COLLECTOR  

 

• ARE YOU A LANDOWNER WITH AN INTEREST IN CREATING A COMMUNITY 

WOODLAND?  

Become a LAND SHARER 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US - HELP US - PARTNER US 
 

� Friendship Bonsai Trees 

� Partner Propagation Kits 

� Tree Gifts 

� Membership Subscription 

GIFTS 
 



Carrifran Wildwood, Borders Forest Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information please contact: 
Peter Livingstone, CEO  Eadha Enterprises; E: peter@eadha.co.uk; T: 07968745196; 

www.eadha.co.uk; Twitter: @eadhaaspen; Facebook 
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