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Growing Green Energy Project

Glentaggart Opencast Mine Woodland Project
During the winter and spring we undertook a second phase of planting at the site comprising
3500 native trees including 600 Galloway provenance aspen and other pioneer species. We
added hazel, broom, rowan and bay willow to the species mix at the site. We again benefited
from the help of refugees from Maryhill Integrated Network as well as volunteers from
Greenpeace.

So far we are extremely encouraged by the results with high rates of survival and we are
looking to roll out this approach on other mine sites.  The Coalfields Communities Landscape
Partnership project will be one potential vehicles to enable this. (see below)

Coalfields to Wildwoods Project
The Coalfield Communities Landscape Partnership (CCLP) led by East Ayrshire Council aims
to deliver a programme of work that benefits heritage, people and communities in the
Cumnock and Doon Valley area. It has been successful in receiving funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) for an initial development phase. Eadha has scoped the ‘Coalfields to
Wildwoods’ project as one of a number of potential projects under this initiative subject to
HLF funding for the delivery phase of work.  Our project aims to deliver large-scale ecological
renewal with people at the heart, building upon and expanding our previous planting trials
on opencast mines. Eadha plans to work with local groups, organisations and schools to
create pioneer woodlands on reinstated opencasts.  We will establish local community tree
nurseries, coordinate collection of local seed and cuttings for propagation, secure planting
sites with long term agreement of landowners, coordinate community planting events, and
secure local community management. The project has the potential to create up to 150 Ha
of new woodland! We were successful in obtaining CSGN funding to enable us to undertake
an initial mapping exercise.

THE ASPEN PROJECT



The Landscape Partnership area

Lakeland Aspen Project
The culmination of three years’ work has come to an end with the planting of 147 aspen trees
at Simpsons Land in the South Lakes.  The trees were propagated from 27 clones collected
from across the Lake District.  They were planted in replicated blocks with the location of each
clone recorded to enable future monitoring of growth for comparison.  We thank Mike
Cavanagh for sponsoring this project.  We look forward to seeing the aspen maturing to form
a stunning landscape feature and a resource for study.



Aspen Propagation and Supply
This year Eadha and its partner nurseries will be growing around 16,000 aspen trees for both
our own projects and also for donating and selling on.  We have been supplying aspens to a
number of diverse, interesting and innovative projects including:

 Mardale Mountain Meadow, Haweswater, RSPB
This project which aims to restore native alpine plants to the fells around Haweswater,
is a partnership involving the RSPB, United Utilities, the Alpine Garden Society and
Natural England.  The site is home to oak woodland, ancient juniper scrub, bogs and
upland hay meadows as well as rocky cliffs that host alpine plants. However, the
native mountain plant communities have seen serious declines due to years of grazing
by sheep and deer.  The project aims to bring these plants back from the brink by
excluding grazing animals to promote natural regeneration. In addition some key
species are being cultivated at the RSPB’s nursery including Juniper, and montane
willow species.  It is hoped Eadha will play an ongoing role advising the RSPB and
partners on the propagation of local aspen stands.

 Arrevore Aspen Enclosure Project, River Forth Fisheries Trust
The project has recently been completed in the Allan Water catchment. The project
involved the installation of 10 fenced enclosures to exclude deer and sheep grazing
within the riparian floodplain and involve the planting of 170 aspen trees of local
genetics. The aim of this work is to establish more aspen trees and complex vegetation
by an upland tributary to benefit fish cover, riverfly life, flood risk attenuation,
temperature control and biodiversity. In addition, this project also provides potential
research opportunities. Small stock fenced enclosures were employed with high
density planting using 1.2m tubes to deter red deer otherwise known as the
“hedgehog effect”.

 Woodland Trust Project – Dreghorn
Eadha supplied over 1200 aspen trees to the Woodland Trust’s Dreghorn Woods
project in the Pentland Hills near Edinburgh.  This woodland creation project is one of
four Centenary Woods across the UK to create a lasting memorial to those who
sacrificed their lives in the First World War.  At Dreghorn, the trust is planting 50,000
trees across 40 Ha.



 Thorncroft Croft, Orkney
Eadha supplied eared willow cuttings and 16 clones of Caithness/Sutherland/Western
Isles provenance from its national clone collection for an innovative agroforestry trial
on Orkney.  This project aims to establish a 20m wide shelterbelt comprising a mix of
aspen and spruce with low growing trees and shrubs on the outer edges.

Muirshiel Clone Planting

With the help of a number of volunteers and rangers from Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park, we
planted 300 aspen trees including 173 different labelled clones within a conifer clearfell area
at Muirshiel Country Park.  The trees were planted in a line either side of a new footpath.  The
clones will serve as a resource for study and for future cuttings as well as a landscape feature.
We are grateful for staff for keeping these trees well watered during the dry spell over the
spring and summer.

Ayrshire Riparian Woodland Project
Follow on from the aspen propagation work we undertook in spring 2017 we planted 500
aspen trees along the banks of the Lugton Water in Eglinton Country Park thanks to the Acorn
Club and other adult volunteers.  We also planted 500 trees along the banks of the rivers
Irvine and Garnock within the SWT’s Shewalton Sandpits and Garnock Flood Reserves
respectively with the help of the SWT Leap Frog group and adult volunteers. A further 250
aspens were planted by the Green Gang from Lochwinnoch Primary School along the banks
of the River Calder. We are looking forward to undertaking more riparian planting with school
groups this coming autumn and winter.

rtrtt rtrt rtrSWT Leap Frog at Shewalton Sandpits Planting at Englinton Country Park



Research
Eadha are excited to be working with Strathclyde University on a phytoremediation research
project as a part of a PhD being undertaken by Ben Nunn.  The project which is due to
commence later in the year will involve pot trials in our nursery to establish the effectiveness
of aspen in absorbing and accumulating a range of contaminants relating to a former mining
site in Northumberland.

Aspen Trials
Eadha has been continuing to promote the use of aspen in a range of different applications
including in productive systems such as Short Rotation Forestry, agroforestry, and as a key
species in mixed commercial silviculture, for example with spruce. We are encouraged to
see some of the large commercial forestry companies taking on board some of our ideas and
undertaking some small scale trials and Forest Research (the research arm of the Forestry
Commission) have also been planting some trials. We are building a database of aspen sites
across the country which could be used in the future for monitoring and demonstration
purposes. We are keen to hear from any landowners who would be interesting in hosting
new trials.

New Tree Nursery Site
Eadha are excited to announce that we will be developing a new tree nursery this winter.  The
new site at the Royal Ordnance Factory (ROF) in Bishopton is being supported by BAE Systems.
BAE Systems are currently undertaking extensive land remediation works at the ROF which
occupies nearly 10 square kilometres, to enable new development of housing, commercial
and community buildings, as well as a new community woodland park and recreational
facilities. The ROF is rich in wildlife, containing extensive native and conifer woodlands and
including Barochan Moss raised bog.  Surveys have recorded 24 species of mammal, 4 species
of amphibian and 100 species of bird, of which 7 mammals and 4 birds are specially protected
by European and UK law including badgers, otters, bats and barn owls.  Eadha will be involved
in community engagement work at the site and will be reintroducing aspen to the woodlands
and riverbanks on the site.

TREE NURSERY



The Pheonix Garden
Following the devastating polytunnel fire in
Lochwinnoch Community Garden last summer, the
fundraising campaign was extremely successful with
nearly £2900 raised through GoFundMe.  Eadha and
the wider community garden group are very grateful
for the generous donations of money, time, and
tools.  The money enabled the polytunnel to be
repaired and recovered and the garden group have
been expanding and have been busy growing
vegetables and bedding plants for the village. Keep
Scotland Beautiful classed the garden as
“outstanding”. Eadha will also be using some of the
donations to help set up the new tree nursery later
in the year as reported above.

Downy Willow
During the winter Eadha visited the Forestry Commission’s nursery near Gatehouse and
obtained cuttings of the full set of Galloway provenance Downy Willow (Salix lapponum)
clones. Downy willow is rare and is listed on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. Is generally
found at high elevations within the Highlands and Southern Uplands. We plan to grow these
on as stock plants for future cuttings and to use this species in further trials on the opencast
mine sites as well as in high level planting projects.

Wardlaw Community Woodland
This spring we were involved in some woodland maintenance
work at Wardlaw Community Woodland near Dalry, including
beating up – replacing any losses and fixing and replacing
damaged guards.  We were thankful again for the help of
Thermofisher who provided a team of volunteers for their
Global Get Involved Day and The Kibble YES Project.

COMMUNITY WOODLANDS



Reilly Road Landfill
Eadha will be undertaking further habitat enhancement works this year supported by WH
Malcolm and the Angus Environmental Trust.  This will include the sowing of a native grass
and wildflower mix and further shrub and tree planting.

Jerome has been volunteering with Eadha on and off for the last three years. Jerome is a
Classics graduate with an interest in current affairs and languages (and the environment of
course!).  He has been involved in a number of projects with us, undertaking tree planting,
community path building, maintenance and tree nursery work. We wish Jerome well as he
leaves shortly for a year teaching English in Turkey.  He is an advocate for volunteering and
sums up his experiences as follows:

" I have greatly enjoyed working
with Eadha, as it has brought me
to some of Southern Scotland's
most remote and beautiful
natural landscapes which I would
otherwise never  have been to. It
has also provided the
opportunity to work with other
volunteers from different walks
of life, from other local people
my own age to those of all ages
from different parts of Scotland
involved in some fascinating
ecological and community
initiatives. It has been very eye-
opening to get the perspectives
of Peter and other volunteers on their own specialisms and experiences, from applying for
Scottish government grants to working in American national parks, to forestry and local
businesses.  All of this has allowed me to develop some practical knowledge of ecology, land
use and also government rural policy, as well as being generally excellent work experience and
something interesting and different to put on my CV. Planting trees, apart from allowing you
to spend time outdoors in the fresh air, and learn more about Scottish fauna and flora, is also
surprisingly therapeutic, and good exercise! I would definitely encourage anyone else, whether
they are job hunting like me, or retired, or just find themselves with a free day, to come along
and plant some aspens."

Eadha would like to extend a big thanks to ALL the volunteers who have helped us through
the year. We couldn’t achieve as much without you.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT



In March the Scottish Parliament backed a new Forestry and Land Management (Scotland)
Bill, which fully devolves forestry to Scotland.  The parliament voted for a two agency
approach with Forestry Commission Scotland and Forest Enterprise Scotland continuing as
two entities outside government, albeit with possible new names.  The bill, will enshrine
woodland creation and tree-planting targets as part of a new forestry strategy, as well as
creating a new chief forester role.

Eadha became officially CARBON LITERATE during the last year with the completion of a
training course delivered by Keep Scotland Beautiful and coordinated by LEAP (Local Energy
Action Plan Renfrewshire).  We are now looking at the feasibility of providing a carbon
offsetting service to local business through tree planting.

In October last year we attended the annual Reforesting Scotland Gathering which took place
in Comrie. The theme was Rewilding and we heard great talks from David Hetherington,
ecology advisor at Cairngorms National Park on Lynx Reintroduction and Peter Cairns,
photographer and filmmaker who is a director of an exciting new film called Scotland: The
Biug Picture which promotes rewilding across Scotland
(https://www.scotlandbigpicture.com)

We can help you maximise the use of your local woodlands and develop new woodlands for
community benefit:

 Feasibility Studies and Site Appraisal;
 Community Consultation;
 Ecological site survey;
 Woodland Design;
 Advice on mixed silviculture
 Forestry Grant Scheme;
 Woodland Establishment and Management;
 Planting for Biomass Production;

EADHA WOODLAND SERVICES

OTHER EADHA NEWS

OTHER FORESTRY NEWS



Eadha has a range of tree related products and gifts available which help to promote our
conservation work and raise revenue for the charity. These can be purchased through our
website or through Run Native (www.runnative.co.uk).

 ARE YOU INTERESTED IN TREE PLANTING OR HELPING IN OUR TREE NURSERY?
Become a VOLUNTEER

 SUPPORT OUR CONSERVATION AND COMMUNITY WORK
Become a MEMBER or if you are already a MEMBER, tell a friend
(Membership vouchers available)

 DO YOU HAVE GREEN FINGERS AND A SMALL GARDEN?
Become a PARTNER PROPAGATOR

 ARE YOU A KEEN HILLWALKER WITH AN INTEREST IN CONSERVATION?
Become a CLONE COLLECTOR

 ARE YOU A LANDOWNER WITH AN INTEREST IN CREATING A COMMUNITY
WOODLAND?

Become a LAND SHARER

JOIN US - HELP US - PARTNER US

 Friendship Bonsai Trees
 Wedding Favours
 Partner Propagation Kits
 Tree Gifts
 Membership Subscription

GIFTS



Mixed aspen-spruce forestry in New England – a model for Scotland?

For further information please contact:
Peter Livingstone, CEO  Eadha Enterprises; E: peter@eadha.co.uk; T: 07968745196;

www.eadha.co.uk; Twitter: @eadhaaspen; Facebook
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